Introduction

The Reading Comprehension Card Set is a collection of 60 progressively
difficult stories. The set includes non-fiction and fiction stories to engage
students with varied interests and learning styles and expose them to
different genres. The non-fiction stories are based on content areas of
maths, science, and social studies for year seven students. The stories include
five multiple-choice questions for students to answer after reading the
stories orally or silently.

The set is designed to provide supplemental activities to a reading
programme and can be used in a language learning station, whole-class
activity, or independent work. Cards are sequentially numbered to
encourage independent practice and self-pacing.

The cards are levelled in progression of reading ability to allow teachers
to challenge students at individual reading levels. The table of contents
indicates the AL (Attainment Level) and TYG (Targeted Year Group) of each
card. Teachers are encouraged to evaluate the cards and adjust the levels
according to their own observations.

Each card includes a short story and photograph to aid reading
comprehension. Use the story cards individually or photocopy them for
small-group or whole-class reading activities.

Five multiple-choice comprehension questions are listed on the reverse
side of each story card. The questions focus on subjects including: main idea,
cause and effect, sequencing, predicting outcomes, making inferences,
context clues, and drawing conclusions.

Use the student answer-sheet template card to track answers and scores.
Make enough copies of the answer sheet for students to work independently.
The answer sheet includes an area for students to create their own 5W
questions (who, what, when, where, and why) to extend comprehension
skills. These questions will vary and should be marked subjectively. Use a
wet-erase marker with the story cards for individual quick-response answers.

Note: For multiple uses of each card, always use a wet-erase marker. To
ensure that your marker doesn't leave a permanent mark, test it on the
corner of a card. Use a damp cloth to remove marks. Cards will warp if
saturated with water.

Use the answer key for a quick reference when marking. Record and track
students’ progress on each story using the record sheets. Make copies of this
sheet to use with multiple classes. Do not store the answer key and record
sheets in the box of cards that students can easily access. The recorded data
is a great discussion tool during parent-teacher meetings.
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The Perfect Catch

ohnny Chin was having a miserable afternoon,
J’:md that meant his entire rounders team was
having one, too. Nobody could understand what had
happened to the best fielder on the team. The
Fakenham Falcons knew they could rely on Johnny to
catch everything that came his way: pop-ups, hurtling
comets, even the lazy ones that seemed to float
languorously in the air like soap bubbles. Invariably
the balls would end up smack in the middle of
Johnny's capacious grasp.

But today Johnny seemed to have lost his
confidence; the balls came flying his way, but he just
couldn't catch them. The Falcons were losing 6 to 4,
and to make matters worse, they were losing to their
most noxious rivals, the Roxburg Rockheads.

At the beginning of the seventh inning, team
captain Paul Jones strode over. "It's all psychological,”
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he told Johnny. “I've seen you catch that ball a hundred

times with no problem. You just have to stop agonizing

about what'll happen if you don't."

Johnny shrugged; maybe Paul was right—maybe if
he stopped worrying and just allowed things to
happen, his catching would improve. It certainly
couldn't get any worse.

Johnny caught the next ball that came his way with
ease, without even thinking about it. It
was a perfect catch, and Johnny

knew his slump was over.




The Perfect Catch @

Comprehension Questions

1. Why does Johnny have trouble catching the ball 3. What does invariably mean?
during the game? a. constantly
a. He can’t concentrate because he is stressed out b. greatly

about his schoolwork. :
c. occasionally

b. He allows his worries and fears to get the

better of him. 4. Johnny gets his confidence back after
c. The Rockhead batters hit the ball harder than a. a long-overdue heart-to-heart with his father.
anyone else. b. a pep talk from the team captain.

2. Why are the Falcons losing the rounders game? c. he finds his missing lucky cap.

a. The Rockheads have been cheating. 5. Why, at the end of the story, does Johnny believe

b. Their best fielder no longer cares about the rest that his slump is over?

of the team. a. He's no longer letting his nervousness stop him

c. Their best fielder has lost his from catching the ball.

self-confidence. b. He’s learned a secret scientific method for

catching fast-moving balls.

c. He's decided to quit rounders and take up
rugby instead.
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