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Hexp: Crarbs mocBsIIeHa aHANMNM3Y O(UIIMATIBHON CTATUCTUKU CMEPTHOCTH HaceneHus 49 rybepruit EBpomeiickoit
4acTH CTPaHbl OT CaMOYOMICTB M MpUYMHAM €€ HEeMoJHOTHL. MaTepuallsl 1 METOAbl: B kadecTBe XpoHOIOrHye-
ckoro mepuojna BeicTymaioT 1876-1892 rr. — roasl, korga B Poccuiickoil umMmepnn Hagaau MPOM3BOIUTHECS cOOp U
MyOIMKaIys CBEJCHUH 00 yMEpIINX B pe3yJIbTaTe HaCWILCTBEHHBIX MPUYMH, A TAaKXKe OOHAPY>KEHHBIX MEPTBBIX Tellax,
KOTOpBIE MOTYT paccCMaTpUBAThCSA KaK CBOCOOpa3HBIN «pe3epByap» HEYITEHHON HACHIBCTBEHHOH CMEPTHOCTH — OT
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yOuiictB u camoyOuiicts. s nmoxydeHust 6oiee MONHOW KapTUHBI CMEPTHOCTH HACENICHUS OT CaMOYOUICTB UCIIOJb-
3YIOTCS CBEICHUS CyIeOHO-METUIMHCKIX AKCIEPTH3 O0HAPYKEHHBIX MEePTBEIX Tell. PesyneTathr: Kak cBumerensCT-
BYET CTaTUCTHKA, B OOIIEM KOJMYECTBE YMEPIIUX OT CKOPOIOCTUKHBIX, HACUIILCTBCHHBIX MPUYUH U HECUACTHBIX CITY-
gaeB B Iea0oM 110 Poccmiickoi nvmepun B 10,9 ciygaeB IpUYUHBI CMEPTH YEJI0OBEKa OCTAaBAIMCh HEM3BECTHRIMHU. Ko-
JIUYECTBO YMEPIIUX B TOPOJAX OT HEH3BECTHBIX IMPUYMH B OOIIEM HTOTE YMEPIIUX 3aHAMAIIO OOJiee 3HAYHUTEIHLHOE
Mecto — 15,4, uem B cenenusax — 10,3. KoauuecTBO yMepIInX MY>KYUH, Y KOTOPHIX HE ObLIa YCTAHOBJICHA IPHYHHA
cMmepTH B 1ienioM 1o Poccun B pacuére Ha 100 ymepiiux 000ero 1mosa, B 3TOT Iepuoj cocTaBuiao 11,2 uenoseka. Y
JKEHIIIUH 3TOT Mokas3ateib Obul 8,1 yemoBek. Ha 100 ymepIuux My»K4uH, y KOTOPBIX IPUUHUHBI CMEPTH OBLIN HE yCTa-
HOBJICHBI, B TOPOJaX MPHUILIOCH 29,2 JKEHINUHBIL, a B cenenusax — 20,9. Boobiie mo Poccuiickoii HMIIEpUu 3TOT MOKa3a-
Tenb coctaBmi 22,2. Takum oOpazom, Ha 30 THICSY HATMIHOTO TOPOJICKOTO HaceneHus 1,1 deroBek ymHpan OT HEBHI-
SICHCHHBIX Npu4rH. [IpoBeAEHHBIN aHATN3 Pe3yJIbTaTOB CyIcOHO-MEIUIIMHCKAX OCMOTPOB U BCKPBITHI OOHApYKEH-
HBIX MEPTBBIX TE€J, NPOBOAMBINUXCS Ha NMpoTsmKeHHH 1876-1892 rr., BeIABMI TOT (akT, uTo B 63,3% ciydasx Obutn
BBISIBIICHBI HACWJILCTBCHHBIC MPUYUHBI CMEPTH. B Tex ciydasx, Korja CyJcOHBIMU MEIHKaMU KOHCTAaTHPOBAIACh Ha-
CHIIbCTBEHHAsI CMEPTh, B cpeaHeM B 19,1% cirydasx oHa ABIANACH cieAcTBHEM camoyOuiictBa U B 30,9% cimydasx —
3JIOHAMEPEHHBIX yOUicTB. BriBoabI: TakuM 00pa3oM, Ui MOJYYCHUS HMPUOIMKEHHOW K JCHCTBUTEIBHOCTH CTATH-
CTHKH TOTHOIINX OT HACHIBCTBEHHBIX MPUYHH cMepTH B Poccuu Bo Bropoii monouHe XX cronerns HE0OX0AUMO K
OpUIMATEHON CTATHCTUKE OTICIBHBIX BUIOB CMEPTHOCTH JO0ABUTh COOTBETCTBYIOIINE PACCUUTAHHBIC CPEIHHE MPO-

IICHTHBIC 3HAYCHU .

Kniouegvie crnosa: camoyOMICTBO, HENOYYET KEPTB CyHLMIA, OOHApYKEHHbIE MEpTBbIC Teja, nopedopMeHHOE

pa3BUTHE, CYICOHO-MEAUIIUHCKAS CTATUCTHAKA

[Tpo6eMbl HACUIILCTBEHHOW CMEPTHOCTH HACENICHHS B
coBpeMeHHOU Poccuu ctoar ypesBbruaiino octpo. Curya-
U YCYTyOIsieTcsl 3HaYUTENbHBIMU MacIiTabaMu HeJloy4E-
Ta OTAETBbHBIX BUIOB CMEPTHOCTH, YTO CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIO
MOSIBJICHUIO HAYYHBIX CTaTeH, MOCBSIIEHHBIX JTaHHOM IIPO-
6neme. M3 mocTaToyHO OOJBIIOTO TMEPEYHS BHIICIUM JIBE
[1, 2]. B cratee A.E. FIBanoBa u coaBT. [1] ucmoiap30BaHbI
METOAbl KOMIIOHEHTHOT'O aHaJM3d, 4YTO IIO3BOJIMJIO JOKa-
3aTh UCKaXXEHHE CTPYKTYphl BHEUIHUX MPUYMH 3a CUET 3a-
HUKCHHSI CMEPTHOCTH OT YOWICTB U CYUIIUIOB B PyOpHKe
«IIOBPEXKJICHMSI C HEONpEIEeNEHHBIMA HaMEpPEHUsIMHW». B
pabore H.A. TyHuHoil [2] aHanm3upyrOTCs MacmTaObI
BHYTpPUCEMEMHOr0 Hacuiausg B Poccuu, B TOM 4HCIE €ro
JIATeHTHasl COCTABJIAIONIAs. ABTOp JIeNaeT BBIBOJ, YTO OT-
CYTCTBHE PEAIBHON CTATUCTUKH IO CEMEMHOMY HACHIIUIO,
C y4€TOM MHOTOYHMCIICHHBIX 3apyOeXHBIX HCCIICIOBAHHI,
yKa3bIBaeT HA TO, YTO OIpeeN€HHbIE 3a00IeBaHuUs SIBIIS-
FOTCSI CJIEACTBUEM €CTECTBEHHOM JIATEHTHOCTH BHYTpHCE-
MEWHOI0 HACUJIMSL.

be3ycnoBHO, 3Ta cuTyalyst HE BO3HUKIIA B OJIHOYACHE.
[Mosromy HaxoxjeHue HambOonee 3(HHEKTHBHBIX MEXaHU3-
MOB CHIDKEHHS YPOBHS HAaCHJIHCTBEHHON CMEpPTHOCTH BBI-
HY>KJAIOT UCCIIeZIOBaTeNeH BCE Jare ooparnarbes K HCTOpU-
YeCKOMY ONBITY MX pelleHHs B MponuioM. B mocnennue ro-
Ibl OTHENbHBIMHA KaK POCCHHUCKHMMH, TaK M 3apyOeKHbIMU
aBTOpaMu ObLIH OIyOJIMKOBaHBI PabOThI, MOCBSIIEHHBIE
JMHAMUAKE W OCOOCHHOCTSIM CYHWIMIAIbHOW aKTHBHOCTU
HaceneHns1 B Poccwuiickoil mmriepun Ha pyoexxe XIX — XX
BeKoB [3-7].

Ilens wmccmegoBaHWS. PAaCCMOTPEHHE MACIITA0OB,
OUHAMHKH W TEHIEHIINI CMEPTHOCTH HACEJIEHUS B MUMIIEp-
ckoit Poccum oT camoyOWICTB, a TakKe BBISBICHHE «pe-
3epByapa» Hemoydyéra opuIMaIbHOW CTATUCTHUKOW MOruo-
IIUX B pe3yJbTaTe AyTOArPECCUMU.

Martepuan u MeTOIbl HCCIEeJOBaHUI. XPOHOJIO-
THYECKUM TePUOJIOM JUId M3ydeHHs 0OO03HAYeHHBIX MPO-

The problems of violent mortality in
modern Russia are extremely acute. The situa-
tion is aggravated by the significant extent of
underestimation of certain types of mortality,
which led to the emergence of scientific arti-
cles on this issue. From a sufficiently large
list, we single out two articles [1, 2]. In the
article by A.E. lvanova et al. [1] the methods
of component analysis were used, which made
it possible to prove the distortion of the struc-
ture of external causes due to the underestima-
tion of mortality from homicides and suicides
grouped under the heading “Damage from
uncertain intentions”. In the work by N.A.
Tunina [2] the scale of domestic violence in
Russia is analyzed, including its latent compo-
nents. The author concludes that the lack of
real statistics on family violence, considering
numerous foreign studies, indicates that cer-
tain diseases come as a result of the natural
latency of domestic violence.

Of course, this situation did not occur
overnight. Therefore, finding the most effec-
tive mechanisms to reduce the level of violent
mortality makes researchers turn to the histori-
cal experience of solving them in the past
more and more often. In recent years, several
Russian and foreign authors have published
works on the dynamics and characteristics of
the suicidal activity of the population in the
Russian Empire at the turn of the 19" — 20"
centuries [3-7].

The purpose of this study is to ex-
amine the extent, dynamics, and tendencies of
suicide mortality in imperial Russia, as well as
to identify the “reservoir” of underreporting by
official statistics of deaths from auto-
aggression.

Material and research methods.
The first decades following the fall of serfdom
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0JieM SIBUIINCH TIEPBBIC NECATHIIECTHS, MOCIEAOBABIINE T10-
cIle majeHust KpernocTHoro npasa B Poccuun — 1870-1893 rr.
Bri6op maHHOTO BPEMEHHOTO Ieproaa OBUT Mpemornpene-
n€H NBYMS OCHOBHBIMH OOCTOSITENBCTBAMHU: BO-TIEPBBIX,
3TO TOIBI MacmTaOHBIX pedopM BO Bcex cdepax >KU3HHU
poccuiickoro o0IIecTBa, KOTOPBIE CIIOCOOCTBOBAIM KPYTOH
JIOMKE OJKOHOMHYECKOT0, COIHMaabHOro (yHIaMeHTa,
TpaHchopMaIusIM MEHTATLHOCTH; BO-BTOPBIX, Ha4ajao cO0-
pa Oomee wWiIM MeHEe YIOBIETBOPUTEIHHOW CTATHCTHUKU
HACWJIbCTBEHHOW ¥ BHE3AITHOW CMEPTHOCTH B TYyOEpHHIX
Poccuiickoif mmmepun. B To ke BpeMs, cTaTHCTHKAa OOHA-
PY’KEHHBIX MEPTBBIX TE€1 B OTEUYECTBEHHOW MOIMILIEHCKOMN
CTaTHCTUKE Havajia BecTuch ¢ 1875 r.

B pabote Taxoke MCTIONB3yeTcsl 3SHAYUTENFHBIH MaCCHB
pe3ynbTaToOB CyNeOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUX JKCIIEPTH3 OOHapYy-
JKEHHbIX MEPTBBIX Ted. OnmHako ao 1876 r., a takxke 3a
1889, 1890 rr. maHHBIX CBeleHUI OOHAPYKUTH HE yIaJI0Ch.
B memom, pe3ynbTarthl cyneOHO-MEIUIMHCKUAX IKCIEPTH3
SIBIISIFOTCS JOTIOTHUTENFHBIM UCTOYHUKOM, TTO3BOJISIFOIIIAM
CKOPPEKTUPOBaTh O(PHIMATBHYIO CTATHCTUKY ITOTHOIINX
oT camoyOuiicTB B mopedopmenHorr Poccuu. B pabote
WCTIONB3YETCS METOJl AWHAMUKH PSAIOB OpHIMaIbHON CTa-
TUCTUKH CMEPTHOCTA OT 3aKOHYEHHBIX CaMOyOWHCTB B
nopeOpMeHHBIE TOIBI.

Hayunsiit 0630p.

OctpoTta mpoOieM HACHIBCTBEHHOH CMEPTHOCTH, B
TOM YHCJIe HETIOTHOTHI €€ y4éTa He MOTIN OCTAaBUTH B CTO-
POHE OTEUYECTBEHHBIX CHEIHAINCTOB €MI¢ 3aJ0lTo 0 OT-
MEHBI KPerocTHOTO npaBa. O TPYAHOCTSIX BBISIBICHUS ACH-
CTBUTEIILHOW MPUYNHBI CMEPTH, OCOOCHHO Yy TOTO YeJIOBe-
Ka, KOTOPBIN CKOHYaJCs 0e3 cBuieTeNel 1 OblT 00Hapy)KeH
CIIyCTSl ONPENEIIEHHBI TMPOMEXYTOK BpPEMEHH, Hadalld
TOBOPHTH cyneOHbIe Meauky enié B Hadane 1830-x rr. Tak,
B omryOnuKkoBaHHOM B 1832 r. BecbMa 00CTOSTENFHOM TPY-
e akageMuka Mmneparopckol Meauko-Xupyprudyeckoit
akagemun Cepres ['poMoBa, MOCBSIIEHHOMY HIHPOKOMY
CIIEKTPY BOIIPOCOB CyNeOHOW METUIIMHBI, KOHCTaTHPOBa-
nock: «Ecnu ycnenn Mbl OTKPBITh U JOKa3aTh, YTO YEIIOBEK
JIEUCTBUTEIHLHO yMep HACHIBCTBEHHOH CMEpTHIO: TO He-
peNKo HampammBaeTcs em€, caM M OH ObUT MPHYUHON
OHOM, MJIM KTO-IIMOO APYTOH, YMBIIUICHHO WM HEYMBIIII-
neHHo? PenieHne Bompoca cero 4acTto CONpshKeHO ObIBaeT
C BEJIMKUMHU 3aTPYJAHECHUSIMHU, JTaKe WHOTA, U COBEPILIEHHO
HEBO3MOXHO...» [8].

MacmrabHast nubepanu3anus OOUIECTBEHHO - TOJH-
TUYEeCKOW XU3HU B Poccum, TOMTYOK KOTOpO# ObLT maH ¢
Hauyana 1860-X rr., B KauecTBe MIHPOKO 00CYKIAEMBIX BbI-
JBUHYJIA T€ BOIIPOCHI, KOTOpHIE paHee NeuyaTh crapaiach
00X0uTh CTOPOHOW. OJTHOW M3 TaKUX TEM OKAa3allUCh pe-
aJbHBIE MacITa0bl HACUJIBCTBEHHOM CMEPTHOCTH B CTPAHE.

W3BecTHBI pOCCHMICKHMH ClIeNUaIicT MO MpodiieMam
JOBWDKEHHsI HaceleHHWs BTopod mosnoBuHbl XIX cronerus
B.A. bynskoBckuii mnpusHaBan: «Bmpouem, B cTporom
CMBICJIC, €CTh OJIHA IOCTOSIHHAs MPUYMHA, KIOHALIAACA K

in Russia — 1870-1893 — were chosen as the
chronological period to study the indicated
problems. The choice of this time period was
predetermined by two main circumstances:
first, these were the years of large-scale re-
forms in all spheres of life of the Russian soci-
ety, which contributed to a steep breakdown of
the economic and social foundation, transfor-
mation of mentality; second, then began the
collection of more or less satisfactory statistics
of violent and sudden mortality in the provinc-
es of the Russian Empire. At the same time,
statistics on found dead bodies came into
place in 1875 by national police.

The work also uses a significant array of
the results of forensic medical examinations of
dead bodies. However, until 1876, as well as
for 1889, 1890. Data could not be found. In
general, the results of forensic medical exami-
nations are an additional source that allows
you to adjust the official statistics of victims of
suicide in post-reform Russia. The paper uses
the method of dynamics of the series of offi-
cial statistics on mortality from completed
suicides in the post-reform years.

Scientific review.

The severity of the problems of violent
mortality, including the incompleteness of its
registration, could not leave aside national
specialists long before the abolition of serf-
dom. Forensic doctors began talking about the
difficulties in identifying the real cause of
death, especially for persons who died without
witnesses and were not discovered immediate-
ly, in the early 1830s. So, in a very comprehen-
sive work published in 1832 by the academician
of the Imperial Medical and Surgical Academy
Sergei Gromov on a wide range of issues in
forensic medicine, it was stated: “If we man-
aged to discover and prove that a person really
died from a violent death, there comes the next
question — whether he himself was the cause of
it or someone else, intentionally or unintention-
ally? The solution to this question is often asso-
ciated with great difficulties, and sometimes,
even completely impossible ... ”[8].

Large-scale liberalization of socio-
political life in Russia, the impetus of which
has been given since the beginning of the
1860s as widely discussed, put forward those
issues that the press had previously tried to
avoid. One of these topics turned out to be the
real extent of violent mortality in the country.

The famous Russian specialist in field of
problems of population movement in the se-
cond half of the 19th century V.Ya.
Bunyakovsky admitted: “In the strict sense,
there is only one constant reason for a certain
decrease in the observed mortality figures
noticed by all statisticians: in the general opin-
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HEKOTOPOMY YMEHBIICHUIO HAa0JII0JaeMbIX (P CMEpTHO-
CTH, 3aMeydaeMasi BCeMH CTaTUCTaMH: 0 OOIIEeMy MHEHHIO,
CIHMCKH O POKICHUSAX BCET/a BEIYTCS HCIpPABHEE, YEM CITH-
cku 00 ymepumx. 1 B camom Jiene, JOMHKHO TPUHATH B CO-
oOpakeHHe, YTO B Macce HapoAa, HeMajoe YHCIIO JIIOJCH,
MpOMAaBIINX 0e3 BECTH, YTOHYBUIMX, MOTMOIIMX HACHJIBCT-
BEHHOW CMEpThIO, CaMOYOUiill, yMHUpPAIOIIKX 3a TpaHuLei u
MpoY., HE BHOCUTCS] B CMEPTHBIE CIIMCKH, TOT/Ia KaK OHU ObI-
JI1 3aHECEHbl B BEJIOMOCTH O pokaeHusx. [lo orcyrcTBHIO
HAJIS)KHBIX JAHHBIX, BBIYUCIUTH BIHMAHHE, KOTOPOE MOM00-
HBIE MPOIYCKH MMEIOT Ha YBEIMUCHUE LU(PPBI CMEPTHOCTH,
OKa3bIBAE€TCS COBEPIIICHHO HEBO3MOXKHEBIMY [9].

Hayunblii nHTEpEC pOCCHICKUX YUEHBIX K TpoOieMam
HaCWJIbCTBEHHOW CMEpPTHOCTU B OMNPEJENEHHONW CTENeHU
JUKTOBAJICS YKEJaHUEM BBISIBUTH 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH pPa3BH-
THS HACUJICTBEHHOH CMEPTHOCTH OT JABYX OCHOBHBIX CO-
CTaBJISIOIINX — 3JIOHAMEPEHHBIX YOUHCTB M caMOyOHIACTB,
a TaK)kKe HAMETHUTb MyTH UX CHIKEHUS.

AHanu3upysi COOTHOIICHUE KOJUYECTBA MOTHUOIIUX OT
yOMICTB K MOKOHYHMBIIMM XH3Hb CAMOYOUIICTBOM H3BECT-
HbI poccuiickuit skoHoMHuCT K.C. BecemoBckuii emé B
koHnie 1840-x rT. BBICKa3aj CJICAYIOIIee MPEANON0KCHHE.
YuéHble, 3aHUMaBIINECA NPUIOKECHUEM CTATUCTUKH K CY-
neOHOW MeauiuHe, oOpaTuin ocoboe BHUMAaHUE Ha CpaB-
HEHUE YHCJIa CAaMOYOHMICTB ¢ YMCIIOM yOUHCTB. DTO CpaB-
HEHHUe, N0 €r0 MHEHHUIO, MOXET BeCTH K 3aKJIIOYEHHUIO «O
BEPOSITHOCTU TOTO: OT CBOCH WIIM OT YYXKOH pYKH TIOTHO
YEJIOBEK, HAJIEHHBIM MEPTBBIM; Pa3yMeeTCsl — B T€X CIy-
Yasx, KOrja Mo TIaTeIbHOMY HCCIIEZIOBaHHUIO, HE OKa3bIBa-
€TCsl HUKAKUX JTOKA3aTeNbCTB TOTO UM APYroro MCKIIOYH-
TeabHo. Ho, kpome 3TOH Iienu, 1mojo0HOe CpaBHEHHUE, KO-
HEYHO, MOXXET BECTH K JAPYTUM Ba)KHBIM COOOPaKEHHUSAM O
HapOJHON HPAaBCTBEHHOCTW». B moATBEpKIAEHUE 3TOMY
aBTOp MPHUBOIUT cleAyromue aprymeHTsl. B 1825-1831 rr.
B Poccuiickoil UMmIepuu B CpPEIHETOJOBOM HCYHUCIEHUU
MPUXOIUIIOCH caMoyouiictB — 1140 u yOuiicte — 1187. B
1833-1841 rr. camoybuiicte — 1484 u ybuiicte — 1121.
[Toutn K TakoMy XK€ pe3ynbTaTy HPUINENT OAUH U3 MEPBBIX
OTEYECTBEHHBIX CHEIUAINCTOB, COCTABHBIIUX TaOIHUIIBI
CMEPTHOCTH CpPEAM POCCHICKOrO0 HaceleHHs, aKaJeMHK
Poccuiickoit Akanemun Hayk K.®. I'epman B cBOEM HOK-
najze o HapoaHOoU HpaBcTBeHHOCTH 3a 1819 m 1820 rr. K.C.
BecenoBckuii  pe3lOMUpYET: €XKErOJIHOE YHUCJIO Camo-
yOWICTB OBIBaeT MOYTH paBHO Yncty youiicts [10].

Opnako AaHHOE YTBEPXKACHHWE aBTOpa HE TOATBEp-
JKJIA€TCSl POCCUMCKOM CTaTUCTUKON CMEPTHOCTH HACEJIEHUS
OT HAaCHJIbCTBEHHBIX PUYHH B IMOCIEAYIONINE TECATUIECTHS
ocJie OTMEHBI KPETOCTHOTO TIpaBa. Tak, eciii Mbl CpaBHUM
Cllydad CMEpTOyOHMiicTBa M camoyOuiicTBa B XapbKOBCKOM
ryoepunu ¢ 1866-1870 rr. mexnay co0oii, TO mpuUAEM K
JIOBOJIBHO MHTEPECHBIM 3aKIFOYCHHUSIM.

B ropomax XappkoBckoi TryOepHHM caMOyOHMiicTBa
CIIy4aJiiCh Yallle 3JIOHaMEpPEeHHbIX yOWHCTB B 3 pa3a, a B
ye3gax — Toibko B 1,62 pasza. Takum oOpa3om, CTpeMiIeHHE

ion, births lists are always kept better than
deaths lists. And in fact, it must be taken into
consideration that in the masses of people, a
considerable number of people who went
missing, drowned, were Killed violently, com-
mitted suicide, died abroad, etc., are not in-
cluded in the deaths lists, while they were
recorded in the births list. Due to the lack of
reliable data, it turns out to be completely
impossible to calculate the effect that such
omissions have on increasing mortality fig-
ures” [9].

The scientific interest of Russian scien-
tists in the problems of violent mortality was
dictated to a certain extent by the desire to
identify patterns of development of violent
mortality from two main components — intend-
ed murder and suicides, as well as to outline
the ways to reduce them.

Analyzing the ratio of the number of
deaths from murders and suicide attempters,
the famous Russian economist K.S.
Veselovsky back in the late 1840s. made the
following assumption. Scientists involved in
the application of statistics to forensic medi-
cine paid special attention to comparing the
number of suicides to the number of murders.
This comparison, in his opinion, can lead to
the conclusion “about the likelihood of wheth-
er the person found dead died from his own or
someone else's hand, of course, in those cases
when, upon careful investigation, there is no
evidence of either one or the other exclusively.
But, besides this goal, such a comparison, of
course, can lead to other important considera-
tions about popular morality.” In support of
this, the author gives the following arguments.
In the years 1825-1831 in the Russian Empire
the average annual figures for registered sui-
cides were 1140 and for murders — 1187. In
1833-1841 there were registered 1484 suicide
and 1121 murders. Almost the same result was
reached by one of the first Russian specialists
who compiled mortality tables among the Rus-
sian population, academician of the Russian
Academy of Sciences K.F. German in his re-
port on folk morality in 1819 and 1820. K.S.
Veselovsky summarizes that the annual num-
ber of suicides is almost equal to the number
of murders [10].

However, this statement by the author is
not supported by Russian statistics on mortali-
ty from violent causes in the following dec-
ades after the abolition of serfdom. So, if we
compare the cases of murders and suicides in
the Kharkov province from 1866-1870, we can
come to quite interesting conclusions.

Suicides occurred 3 times more often
than intended murders in the cities of the
Kharkov province and only 1.62 times in

6 Suicidology (Russia) Vol. 10, Ne 4 (37), 2019



https:/ /cyuningosorus.pd/

Hayuno-npakmuueckuil sKypHAL

B TOpOJax, CPABHUTEIBHO C ye3aaMu youBaTh ceOs B 1,92
(moutm B 2 pasa) Oomblie CTpeMJICHHS YOWBATH IPYTHX.
[TopasurenpHee Bcero OTHOIIEHHUS! B HEKOTOPBIX ye3/1aX U B
XappkoBe. Uncmo camMoyOuil] OTHOCHTCS K CMEpTOyOuii-
ctBaM: B XapbkoBe — 3,4 k 1; B XappkoBckoM yesne — 1,05
K 1. Pe3yapTaTsl momy4daroTcsi JOBOIBHO MPUMEYaTeIbHBIC,
€CIH MBI CpPaBHUM XapbKOBCKYIO TyOEpHHIO C JAPYTHUMH:
umeHHO B [lonTaBckoit TyOepHUN camoyOuiicTBa BCTpeda-
JUCH dalle, He)Xenn cMepToyOuiictBa B 1,9 pasa, mpakTu-
YECKH TaKoe )K€ OTHOIICHWE OBLIO BBISBIEHO W TSI Xaph-
KoBckoi. HampoTtus toro, B CumOupckoit ry0epHIn camo-
ybuiicTBa ciaydanucek pexxe B 1,6 pasa; B BsrTckoii rybep-
HUU camoyoOwmiicTBa — pexe B 1,75 pa3, a B UpkyTtckoit —
pexe B 1,5 paza, Hexxenw cMepToyOHuiicTBa.

Kak nemaroT BBIBOI OPEBONIOIMOHHBIE CTATHUCTHI:
«pyrumMu ciioBaMu B CEBEPHBIX T'YOEpHHUSIX, C OOIBIINM
KOJIMYECTBOM HHOPOJIEB M OpOISYero HACEIeHHs, KU3Hb
JKUTENIeH TIOCTaBJIIeHa B TaKWe NypHBIE HPABCTBEHHBIE U
MaTepUaTbHBIE YCIOBHUS, YTO OHU BEIYyT CKOpee K YHHUTO-
YKEHUIO 9Y>KOW JIMYHOCTH, HEXKEIN CBOEH; MEXKIY TeM Kak
CyMMa YCJIOBUH XU3HU HAPOIOHACEIICHHUS FOKHBIX Ty0ep-
HUI, a MOKET OBITh U CaM CKJIaJ] XapaKTepa HapoJla TaKo-
BB, U4TO SIBISIETCS CHJIBHOE MOOYKIEHHE CKOpee CaMOMy
COWTH CO CIIEHBI )XKU3HH, HEXXEIH YOUTh mpyroro» [11].

B memom, ¢ mawama XIX cronerus mpobnema pocrta
YHUClla caMOYOHMIICTB CTajla IOCIEOBaTEIhHOTO CEePhEIHO
oboctpsaTecs. Ecnu B Poccnn B 1810-1820-x TT. KOMHMYecCT-
Bo camoyowmiictB Ha 100000 xuteneil kKonedamocr Mexmy
16 u 17,6, B 1830-x rr. oHO yke Bo3pocio A0 27,5, To B
1870-x rr. oHO mocturio yxe 30. Kak cunraer H.U. My-
XUH, JJaHHOE YBEIMYEHHE OTHOCHUTEIIFHOTO YHCIa CaMo-
yOUICTB HE 3aBHCEIIO OT MPHUPOCTA, OOJBINEH TYCTOTHI MIIN
0OJTBIIIOro KOJIMYECTBA HAaceaeHus [12].

Jiis BBISICHEHHST MacIITa0OB M IMHAMHUKHU CYUIUIalhb-
HOW aKTHMBHOCTH HacelleHHs TyOepHuil EBpometickoii Poc-
CHUU W KOJHW4YecTBa OOHApyKEeHHBIX MepTBHIX Tenl B 1870-
1893 rr. 0OpaTHMCcs K OPUIMATBFHONW CTATUCTHKE, KOTOpast
U3 TYOEpHCKHX CTaTHCTUYECKHX KOMHUTETOB IOCTyIajia B
Lentpanbubiid cratuctuyeckuid komurer MBJl Poccuit-
ckoit mmmiepuu (Tadn. 1) [13, 14, 15].

Kax BuIHO M3 mpencTaBleHHBIX B 3TOH TaOIUIE CBe-
JICHHUH, Ha TIPOTSHKEHUH JTaHHOTO MOPEPOPMEHHOTO MIEPUO-
Jla HabJII0JaI0Ch YBEIMUeHNE YUCIIa POCCUSH, TIOTHOIINX B
pe3yabTaTe camoyouiicTe. B 1893 r. mokoHuuio ¢ codoii B
1,81 pa3a Gonbie, ueM B 1874 r. UTo KacaeTcs KOITUYeCTBa
00Hapy)EHHBIX MEPTBBIX TeJl, TO JTUHAMHUKA TOTO MOKa3a-
TeJis, HANpOTHB, XapaKTepu30Bajlach IMOCTEICHHBIM CIa-
moMm. K 1893 r. konmdecTBO HaWICHHBIX MEPTBBIX TEN HA
TeppuTopun TyOepHuHii EBpomneiickoii uactu Poccunm
yMeHbIIWIOCH Ha 74% oT ypoBHs 1875 .

Kaxnp1it ciydail HACUIBCTBEHHOW U BHE3ATHOU CMep-
TH B 00S3aTENIBHOM TOPSJIKE MOJIeKal paccleIOBaHUIO
NOJHMLEHCKUMHA OpraHaMH, Ha TEPPUTOPUU KOTOPBIX HPO-
M30IMEN WHIHUJEHT CO CMEPTEIBHBIM HUCXOJI0M, JTHOO OBLIO
o0HapykeHO MEPTBOE TEJO.

counties. Thus, the desire to take one’s own
life is 1.92 (almost 2 times) higher than the
desire to kill others in the cities compared to
the counties. Most striking is the relationship
in some counties and in Kharkov. The ratio
between suicides and murders is 3.4:1 in
Kharkov and 1.05:1 in the Kharkov district.
The results are quite remarkable if we com-
pare the Kharkov province with other provinc-
es. In Poltava province suicides were 1.9 times
more often than murders, almost the same
ratio as was found in Kharkov. On the contra-
ry, in Simbirsk province the number of sui-
cides were 1.6 times, in the Vyatka province
1.75 times, and in Irkutsk less than 1.5 times
lower than the number of murders.

The pre-revolutionary statisticians con-
clude: “In other words, in the northern prov-
inces, with a large number of foreigners and
tramps, the lives of residents are put into such
bad moral and material conditions that lead
more to taking someone else’s life rather than
their own; at the same time, the combination
of the living conditions of the population in
the southern provinces, and perhaps the very
way of character of the nation is such that
there is a strong urge to take one’s own life
rather than kill someone” [11].

In general, from the beginning of the 19th
century, the problem of an increase in the
number of suicides became progressively seri-
ous. If in the 1810-1820 s. in Russia the num-
ber of suicides per 100,000 inhabitants ranged
between 16 and 17.6, it increased to 27.5 in
the 1830s., and to 30 in the 1870s. According
to N.I. Mukhin, this increase in the relative
number of suicides did not depend on growth
of population, its density, or a number of peo-
ple [12].

To determine the extent and dynamics of
suicidal activity of the population of the prov-
inces of European Russia and the number of
dead bodies detected in 1870-1893 let us turn
to official statistics, which came from the pro-
vincial statistical committees to the Central
Statistical Committee of the Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs of the Russian Empire (Table 1)
[13, 14, 15].

As can be seen from the information pre-
sented in this table, during this post-reform
period there was an increase in the number
deaths by suicide in Russia. In 1893 the num-
ber of suicides committed was 1.81 times
higher than in 1874. As for the number of
dead bodies discovered, on the contrary, the
dynamics of this indicator was characterized
by a gradual decline. By 1893, the number of
dead bodies found in the provinces of the Eu-
ropean part of Russia decreased by 74% com-
pared to the level of 1875.
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Tabnuya 1/ Table 1

[okazarenu AMHAMUKKM CMEPTHOCTH HaceneHus 49 ryoepuuit EBponeiickoii uactu Poccuiickoii nMnepun
0T CaMOyOHICTB U KOJIMUECTBa HalJeHHBIX MepTBBIX Tel (1875-1893 rr.)
The dynamics of mortality in 49 provinces of the European part of the Russian Empire from suicides and the number
of dead bodies found (1875-1893)

Bcero moru0mux ot caMoyOHiCTB Bcero o6HapykXeHO MEPTBBIX TeI
Deaths by suicide, total Dead bodies discovered, total
Ton Tewmmsl pocta (+) / CHIDKEHHSA Temmesl pocra (+) / CHIDKEHHS
Year | OOmee KOJIMYECTBO () k mpeabIAyIIEMY TOLY OO1mee KOIMIECTBO (-) k mpeapIyIIEMy TORY
Total number Increase (+) / decrease (-) Total number Increase (+) / decrease (-)
compared to the previous year compared to the previous year
1870 1647 - no data -
1871 1756 109 no data -
1872 1698 -58 no data -
1873 1755 57 no data -
1874 1757 2 no data -
1875 1783 26 2290 -
1876 1747 -36 2621 331
1877 1708 -39 2520 -101
1878 1758 50 2172 -348
1879 2030 272 2424 252
1880 2186 156 2863 439
1881 2046 -140 2291 -572
1882 2158 112 2113 -178
1883 2303 145 2081 -32
1884 2392 89 2006 -75
1885 2481 89 1941 -65
1886 2399 82 1708 -233
1887 2379 -20 1899 191
1888 2478 99 1688 -211
1889 2856 378 1674 -14
1890 2795 -61 1565 -109
1891 2958 163 1448 -117
1892 2799 -159 1685 237
1893 2986 187 1696 11

[Nomuneiickum opranam OBLIO TPETOCTABIEHO IPABO
BBIJIaBaTh pa3pellieHne Ha 3aXOPOHEHHE YeNOBeKa, KOTO-
PBIi yMep B pe3ylibTaTe HEHACHIIBCTBEHHOW CMEPTH.

K nanHOMy pomy cMepTH ObLIM OTHECEHBI TOCIEICT-
BUs THOENH JIMIIa OT MBSHCTBA, yrapa, MOpaXkeHUs MOJTHU-
ell, YTOIUIeHHs, HEYasHHOro ymmba, a TaKkke OT CaMo-
yOHiicTBa OT U3BECTHOIO YK€ TIOMENIaTeIhCTBA yMa.

B cinywae ecnu monuuedcKuil mpu O3HAKOMIICHUH C
TEJIOM TOTHOIIEeTro, OOHAPYKUBAJI CJIEbI HEECTECTBEHHOM
CMEpTH, TOT/Ia OH 00s13aH OBLI BBI3BaTh CYJEOHOTO Bpauya.
OpHako Ha MpaKTUKE, M3-32 HEXBATKU CYACOHBIX MEIUKOB
B POCCHUICKOW TIIyOWHKE, JOBOJILHO YacTO IMOJHIICHCKHE
YUHOBHUKHA TIPH HEOOXOJUMOCTH BBI3BIBATM OOBIYHOTO
Bpada. be3ycnoBHO, 3TO He CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIO TOBHIIICHUIO
KadecTBa NMPOBEACHUS SKCIIEPTU3BL.

Each case of violent and sudden death
was mandatory to be investigated by the police
in the territory where the fatal incident oc-
curred or the dead body was found. Police
authorities were given the right to bury a per-
son who died as a result of non-violent death.
The types of death that were classified as non-
violent included death from alcohol consump-
tion, intoxication, a lightning strike, drowning,
an accidental injury, and suicide in case of
known dementia.

If a policeman found traces of unnatural
death during examination of the body of the
deceased, he had to call a forensic doctor.
However, in practice, due to the shortage of
forensic doctors in the Russian far away coun-
ties, police officials quite often called upon a
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OpvH U3 OTBETCTBEHHBIX YNHOBHUKOB MEIUIIMHCKOTO
nernapramenta MBJI Poccuiickoit uMinepuu, JOKTOp MEAU-
uuael H.U. Po3oB o 3ToMy moBoay otmedaln: «... ITpak-
THUKa Hapy>KHBIX OCMOTPOB ITOKa3bIBAET, YTO MOIHIIEHCKIE
YUHBI IPUTJIAMIAIOT Bpada K HapYy>KHOMY OCMOTPY Tel co0-
CTBEHHO JIJISl TOTO, YTOOBI CKOpee M Oe30TBETCTBEHHEE IS
ce0st OKOHYHTH JJO3HaHKE 00 00CTOATENHCTBAX U MIPHYUHAX
CMEpTH, ciarasi 3aTeM IOCIEACTBUS HEYyIOBIECTBOPUTEb-
HOTO JO3HAHMS Ha 3aKiIfoueHre Bpada» [16].

B nagane 1870-X IT. OTHENBbHBIE POCCHHCKHUE CTICIIHA-
JUCTHl Hadall OTKPBITO 3asBIATH O HEYAOBIETBOPHUTEIH-
HOW CHUTYyaIllH, CIOXKHBIIEHCS B cdepe ydéra HACHUIBCT-
BEHHOU M BHe3anHou cMepTHOCTH B Poccuu. Emé ogHoit u3
WLUTIOCTPAAA MOXET CIYXKUTh MHEHHE 3HAMEHHTOTO IIe-
TepOyprckoro mcuxuarpa M.P. IlactepHankoro, KOTOPHIi
npu3HaBan cienytomee: «[Ipexae yem mpencTtaBuTh ciry-
gan camoyomiicTB B IletepOypre, Mbl 0OpaTHM BHUMaHHE
YUTaTeIe Ha Te OOCTOATENhCTBA, Ojaromapss KOTOPHIM
YHUClla 3TH OKa3bIBAIOTCS HEBEPHBHIMU. B THEBHHKE mMpH-
kiroueHni IleTepOyprckoil MOMUIEHCKONH Tra3eThl KpoMe
CIIy4aeB CcaMOyOHWIiCTBa NMPUXOAWUTCS YHUTaTh, YTO B TOM
WIH IPYrOM MeCTe BCIUTBUIO WM HaWIeHO MEPTBOE TEIIO,
MIPH 9eM HEBOJILHO SBISIETCS PSA BOIPOCOB: TMOUYEMY JKe
3TO TEJIO TTONANI0 B BOAY, HE C CaMOYOHHIIEH 1 MBI HMeeM
JIEJI0, WM STOT TPYI — €CTh )KepTBa yOWiiCTBa MIIM HECUa-
CTHOM ciiyyaiiHOCTH?.. PereHre BOIPOCOB O TOM, caMm Jiu
YEeJIOBEK JIMIIMI ceOs KU3HM, WIH KTO-THOO APYToH OBLI
TOMY TPUYUHON, B MOAOOHBIX CIydasX OYEHb 3aTpPyIHU-
TEIhHO, HO BMECTE C TEM W OYeHb BAXKHO JJISI CTATUCTHKH.
... [IpyHMMas ke BO BHHMaHHWE, YTO YUCIO MEPTBBIX TEll,
HaxoauMbIX B [lerepOypre, Mo BennunHE CBOEH HE yCTyTa-
€T YHCITy CaMOYOUIII, T03BOJINTENBHO IyMaTh, YTO H3BECT-
HBIA TIPOIEHT ITHX MEPTBBIX TEJI MOXKET MPUHAIJIEKATH
camoyouiam. BcenenctBue 3THX paccyXICHHA MBI
MOKE€M TOBOPHTH TOIBKO O CaMOyOHMICTBax BITOJIHE JOKa-
3aHHBIX, YUCJIO KOTOPHIX, IO HAIIeMy MHEHHIO, MEHbIIES
JnerctBuTensHoro» [17].

Kak cBuaerensCTByeT OT€4eCTBEHHAsI CTATHCTHKA TI0-
pedOpMEHHBIX AECITUIIETHI, B OOIEM KOJIHYECTBE yMep-
IUX OT CKOPOTOCTH)KHBIX, HACHJIHCTBEHHBIX MPHYUH U
HECYACTHBIX CITydaeB B IeJIoM 1o Poccuiickoil nMmepun B
10,9 cirygaeB MpUYMHBI CMEPTH YEJIOBEKA OCTABAIHCH He-
u3BecTHBIMHA. KonndyecTBo yMmepmmx B Topofax OT HEW3-
BECTHBIX NMPUYHH B OOIIEM HTOTE yMEPIIUX 3aHUMAaJo 00-
Jiee 3HAUMTENIbHOEe MecTo — 15,4, yeM B cenenusix — 10,3.
KonugectBo ymepmmx My»K4rH, Y KOTOPHIX He ObLTa ycTa-
HOBJICHA ITPUYHMHA CMEPTH B 1iesioM 110 Poccun B pacuére Ha
100 ymepumx oboero mosa, B 3TOT Neproa coctaBuio 11,2
yenoBeka. Y KEHIIUH 3TOT Moka3arenb Obut 8,1 yenoBek. Ha
100 ymepImux My>K4YHH, y KOTOPIX MPHYUHBI CMEPTH OBLIH
HE YCTaHOBJICHBI, B TOPOJIaX MPHUILIOCH 29,2 KEHIIUHEI, a B
cenenusx — 20,9. Boobmie o Poccuiickoii umrepun 31oT
nokazarenb coctaBun 22,2. Takum oOpazom, Ha 30 ThICSY
HAJIMYHOTO TOPOJACKOro HaceneHus 1,1 yemoBek ymmupai ot

regular doctor in case of need. Of course, this
did not contribute to improving the quality of
the examination.

One of the responsible officials of the
Medical Department of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of the Russian Empire, doctor of medi-
cine N.I. Rozov noted on this occasion: “... The
practice of external examinations shows that
police officers invite a doctor to an external
examination in order to complete the inquiry
about the circumstances and causes of death
faster and take off themselves the responsibility,
and in case of the unsatisfactory inquiry the
could blame the doctor’s opinion” [16].

In the early 1870s some Russian experts
began to openly declare an unsatisfactory situ-
ation in the field of accounting for violent and
sudden mortality in Russia. Another illustra-
tion is the opinion of the famous St. Peters-
burg psychiatrist I.R. Pasternatsky, who admit-
ted the following: “Before presenting the cases
of suicides in St. Petersburg, we will draw the
attention of readers to those circumstances due
to which these numbers turn out to be incor-
rect. In the diary of the adventures of the St.
Petersburg police newspaper, besides cases of
suicide, you will read that a dead body sur-
faced or was found in one place or another,
and a number of questions are unwittingly
asked: why did this body fall into the water, is
that a suicide or a victim of murder or an acci-
dent? .. Understanding whether a person took
their own life or someone else did that is very
difficult in such cases, but at the same time it
is very important for statistics. ... Considering
that the number of dead bodies found in St.
Petersburg is no less than the number of sui-
cides, it is reasonable to assume that a certain
percentage of these dead bodies came from
suicides. ... As a result of these considerations,
we can only talk about suicides that are fully
proven, the number of which, in our opinion,
is less than the real one” [17].

According to the national statistics of the
post-reform decades, in the whole of the Rus-
sian Empire the causes of death remained
unknown in 10.9 cases of the total number of
deaths from sudden, violent causes and acci-
dents. In general, the number of deaths from
unknown causes in cities were higher com-
pared to similar index in villages — 15.4 and
10.3 respectively. The number of deceased
men with unidentified cause of death during
this period amounted to 11.2 people per 100
deaths of both sexes. For women this index
was 8.1 persons. For every 100 men who died
of unknown cause of death, there amounted
29.2 women in the cities and 20.9 in the vil-
lages. In general, for the Russian Empire, this
figure reached 22.2. Thus, for 30 thousand of
the present urban population, 1.1 people died
from unexplained causes.
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HEBBIICHEHHBIX IPUYHH.

B Tabnuue 2 mpencTaBieHbl CBEACHUS O KOJIUYECTBE
CyAeOHO-MEIUIMHCKUX OCMOTPOB W BCKPBITHH MEPTBBIX
TeJ, TPOU3BEAEHHBIX BpadyaMHM C IEJbI0 YCTaHOBJICHHA
WCTUHHOW MPUYMHBI CMEPTH YesoBeka (tadm. 2) [18-32].

CormacHo Ortyéram MeauIMHCKOro —JenapTaMeHTa
MBJI Poccuiickoit ummnepun «O COCTOSHHM HApOJHOTO
3apaBus» 3a 1876-1892 rr. Bcero ObUIO MPOHM3BEACHO
252296 cyneOHO-MEAMIIMHCKUX BCKPBITHH W OCMOTPOB
MepTBbIX Ted. Ilpm 3TOM HEOOXOOMMO OTOBOPHUTHCS, YTO
CBEJICHUI O KOJIMYECTBE CYACOHO-MEANIMHCKUX BCKPBITUH 1
OCMOTPOB MEPTBBIX Te A0 1876 T. 0OHAPYXHUTH HE yAATIOCH.

B kauectBe emE OAHOrO YTOYHEHHS HEOOXOIMMO
YIOMSHYTh TO, YTO, HauMHas ¢ 1888 r. 3HaUMTENBHO yBe-
JMYUBACTCSl YUCIIO MPOBEAEHHBIX CYIAeOHO-METUIIMHCKUX
9KCHEPTH3 — MPAKTHYECKH Ha OAHY TpeTh. OObsCHEeHHE
3TOMY KpoeTcst B TOM, 4To ¢ 1876 mo 1887 rr. u3 rybepuuit
B MeauIMHCKHIA JenapTaMeHT MpeICTaBRsuiach HHpopMa-
U O KOJIMYECTBE MPOU3BEAEHHBIX CYIeOHO-MEAMIIMHCKIX
BCKPBITUHA MEPTBBIX TeMd, a ¢ 1888 I. BCKPHITHS U OCMOTPHI
MEPTBBIX TEJ CTAlld CYMMHPOBAaThCs B OJTHOHU Trpade oTuéra
— «KOJIMYECTBO MPOU3BEAEHHBIX IKCIIEPTURY.

The following table provides information
on the number of forensic examinations and
autopsy of dead bodies performed by doctors
in order to establish the true cause of death of
a person (Table 2) [18-32].

According to the Reports of the Medical
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
of the Russian Empire "On the state of public
health" for 1876-1892 there were performed
252296 forensic autopsies and examinations of
dead bodies in total. It should be noted that
information on the number of forensic autop-
sies and examinations of dead bodies until
1876 could not be found. It must also be noted
that starting with 1888, the number of forensic
examinations carried out significantly in-
creased — by almost one third.

The explanation for this lies in the fact
that from 1876 to 1887 provinces provided to
the Medical Department only the number of
forensic autopsies performed on dead bodies,
and after 1888, both autopsies and examina-
tions of dead bodies were presented in one
column of the report — “the number of exami-
nations performed”.

Tabnauya 2 | Table 2

CraTtucTHyeckye Moka3aTeny cyAeO0HO-MEeIUIMHCKIX OCMOTPOB U BCKPBITHH MEPTBHIX Ten B 1876-1892 rr.
Statistical indicators of forensic examinations and autopsy of dead bodies in 1876-1892

Yucno 0ocMOTPOB U BCKPHITUH MEPTBBIX TEI
The number of examinations and autopsies of dead bodies
FOIL BCCI'O IMMPOU3BEACHO B TOM 4YHCJIC 110 IIOBO- IPpUYIUHBI CMCPTHU OCTAIIUCH
Year OKCIICPTU3 ny HACUIbCTBEHHOU eMepTH OT OonesHeHHbIX HEBBISICHCHHBIMH
/ total number of exam- cMepTH TP [ unspecified causes of
inations / violent deaths / deaths due fo disease death

1876 14294 10667 3627 977

1877 13786 9966 3820 1370

1878 13558 9448 4110 1043

1879 13773 9682 4091 924

1880 13151 8337 4814 883

1881 14874 8479 6395 1253

1882 14341 10227 4114 1281

1883 16503 11775 4728 973

1884 13590 8665 4925 758

1885 14887 9087 5800 722

1886 16674 9983 6691 1037

1887 18153 10901 7252 1172

1888* 24578 13817 10761 898

1889 HeT cBeneHuii / no data

1890 HeT cBeneHuii / no data

1891 25246 14562 10684 917

1892 24888 14290 10598 881
HUroro / Total 252296 159886 92410 15089

ITpumedanue: *c 1888 roga B oruérax mo CynaeOHO-MEAMIIMHCKOM YacTH BCKPHITHS MEPTBBIX TEJ CTAIW CyMMHpPOBATHCS C
ocmotpamu MEpTehIX Ten / Note: * after 1888 the autopsies of the dead bodies started to be combined with examinations of
the dead bodies in the forensic medical reports.
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Nmerommasicst B pacropsHKeHUH CTaTUCTHKA IO Cyneo-
HO-MEJULMHCKON YacTH OTYETOB MEIUUHMHCKOrO naenap-
TaMeHTa 32 TaHHBIEe 15 JeT CBUIETENbCTBYET, YTO OOIbIIAs
94acTh OCMOTPOB M BCKPBITUH MEPTBBIX TEN MPOU3BOINIACH
0 TIOBOJy YTOYHEHHUSI HACIIILCTBEHHOTO XapaKTepa cMep-
TU. B 3TH TOABI IO JaHHOMY MOBOAY CyNEOHO - MEAMLIMH-
CKOMY OCBUETEITHCTBOBAaHMIO ObLTO ToaBeprayTo 159886
MEPTBBIX TEJl, YTO COCTaBHIIO 63,3% OT 00IIEero KoJIM4YecT-
Ba Cy/Ie0HO-MEIUIIMHCKUX IKCIEPTH3. 3aTeM 10 KOJIHYECT-
By OCMOTPOB M BCKPBITUH CIEIOBAIM 3KCIEPTU3BI I10
YTOYHEHNIO OOJIE3HEHHBIX NMPUYMH, IMPUBEAIINX K CMEPTH.
JlaHHBIX CcyneOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUX JKcrepTu3 3a 1876-1892
rT. 66u10 TIpoBeacHo 92410, uro cocraBmiio 36,7% oT 00-
LIEr0 4YUCIa IPOBEIEHHBIX OCMOTPOB M BCKPBITUH MEPT-
BBIX Tell

B 15089 cnyuasx cymeOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUM 3KCIIepTaMm
YCTaHOBUTH TPUYMHBI CMEPTH YEIOBEKA YCTAaHOBHTH HE
yAaJoCh, KaK MpaBWIIO, «M3-32 THUWJIOCTH Tpyma». ITO CO-
craBuio 3,8% oOT oOIIero Kojau4yecTBa MIPOM3BEICHHBIX
CyJeOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUX OCMOTPOB M BCKPBITHIA.

Wrak, Oonbmias yacte CyJeOHO-METUITMHCKIX KCIIEep-
TU3 B 3TOT MEPUOJ MPOBOJAWIACH IJIsl YCTAHOBICHHS MPH-
YUH HaCHUJIBCTBEHHOTO XapaKTepa CMEPTH YelIOBEKa.

Hapsiny ¢ 0000ménHo# cTatuctukoit cyneOHO-
MEAUIIMHCKAX OCMOTPOB M BCKPBITHI MEPTBBIX Tel B Me-
JuuuHCkuil nenaprameHT MBJI Poccuiickoit ummepuu,
Ha4yuHasi co BTOPOU moiaoBuHb! 1870-X IT. CTaNM MOCTYNATh
CBE/ICHUS O KOJHMYECTBE BBISBICHHBIX CIIy4acB HACHIIBCT-
BEHHOW CMEPTH, B KOTOPBIX OTAEITHHO BBIACISIINCH TPUIH-
HBI CMepTU — yOuicTBa uiK camoyoOwuiicTa. Mrtak, B 1876-
1892 rr. nuHaAMUKa BBISIBICHHONW HACUJIBLCTBEHHON CMEPTH
B 00IIIEM KOJMYECTBE MOJIBEPTIINXCS CY/ICOHO - MEAHMIIMH-
CKHM OCMOTpPaM M BCKPBITHSIM MEPTBBIX TEN BBITISIENA
CJIETYIOIIUM 00pa3oM.

B 1876 r. HacunbCTBeHHAss CMEPTH ObLIa KOHCTATHPO-
BaHa y 10667 u3 14294 ocBumeTenbCTBOBaHHBIX MEPTBBIX
T€J, UTO COCTaBUIIO 74,6% OT BCEro 4nciia UCCIeIOBAHHBIX
Tpynos; B 1877 r. — B 9966 ciyuasx (72,2%); B 1878 r. — B
9448 cnyuasx (69,6%); B 1879 r. — B 3682 ciyuasx
(70,2%); B 1880 r. — B 8337 cimyuasix (63,3%); B 1881 r. — B
8479 caywasx (57,1%); B 1882 r. — B 10227 cimyuasax
(71,3%); 8 1883 1. — 11775 cmyuasx (71,3%); B 1884 . — B
8665 ciyuasx (63,7%); B 1885 r. — B 9087 ciyuasx (61%);
B 1886 r. — B 9983 cmyqasx (59,8%); B 1887 r. — B 10901
ciyqae (60%); B 1888 r. — B 13817 ciywasx (56,2%); B
1891 r. — B 14562 cayuasx (57,6%); B 1892 r. — B 14290
ciyvasx (57,4%). Takum obOpaszom, B 1876-1992 rr. B
CpelHEM HACWIIBCTBEHHAs CMEpTh BBIABISIach B 64,3%
CyJeOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUX 3KCIEPTH3 HCCIEIOBAHHBIX MEPT-
BBIX Tl

AHau3 BCero MaccuBa CBEIEHHH O pe3ysbTaTax Cy-
JNeOHO-MEJIUIIMHCKUX ~ JKCIIePTU3 B paccMaTpUBaeMbIi
BpPEMEHHOH OTPE30K MO3BOJISIET BBISBUTH AONM MOTMOLIMX
OT 3JIOYMBIIUICEHHBIX YOMICTB M camMOyOWHCTB B 00ImIeM
KOJINYECTBE UCCIICAOBAHHBIX MEPTBBIX TeIl.

B 1876 r. oOmiee 4ucio KepTB YOMMCTB U caMo-

The available statistics on the forensic
part of the reports of the Medical Department
for these 15 years indicate that most of the
examinations and autopsies of the dead bodies
were carried out to clarify the violent nature of
death. During these years, 159886 dead bodies
were subjected to forensic examination in this
regard, which accounted for 63.3% of the total
number of forensic medical examinations.
These were followed by examinations in order
to clarify the causes of death by disease. Ac-
cording to the data of forensic medical exami-
nations in 1876-1892, 92410 such autopsies
and examinations were carried out, which
amounted to 36.7% of the total number of
examinations and autopsies of dead bodies.

In 15089 cases, forensic experts could
not establish the causes of the death of a per-
son, as a rule, "because of the rottenness of the
corpse." This amounted to 3.8% of the total
number of forensic examinations and autopsies
performed.

So, most of the forensic medical exami-
nations during this period were carried out to
establish the causes of the violent nature of a
person’s death.

Along with the generalized statistics of
forensic examinations and autopsy of dead
bodies in the Medical Department of the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Empire,
since the second half of the 1870s there was
presented information on the number of cases
of violent death identified, in which murder or
suicide were singled out as separate causes of
death. So, this is how the dynamics of the
revealed violent death of the total number of
victims of forensic medical examinations and
autopsies of dead bodies looked in 1876-1892.

In 1876, violent deaths were reported in
10667 of 14294 examined dead bodies, which
accounted for 74.6% of the total number of
investigated corpses; that index reached 9966
cases (72.2%) in 1877; 9448 cases (69.6%) in
1878; 3682 cases (70.2%) in 1879; 8337 cases
(63.3%) in 1880; 8479 cases (57.1%) in 1881;
10,227 cases (71.3%) in 1882; 11775 cases
(71.3%) in 1883; 8665 cases (63.7%) in 1884;
9087 cases (61%) in 1885; 9983 cases
(59.8%) in 1886; 10901 cases (60%) in 1887;
13817 cases (56.2%) in 1888; 14562 cases
(57.6%) in 1891; 14290 cases (57.4%) in
1892. Thus, on average in 1876-1992, violent
deaths were detected in 64.3% of forensic
examinations of the examined dead bodies.

Analysis of the entire volume of infor-
mation of the results of forensic medical ex-
aminations in the considered time period al-
lows us to identify the share of victims of in-
tended murder and suicide among the total
number of dead bodies investigated.

In 1876, the total number of victims of
murders and suicides amounted to 4088 peo-
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youiictB coctaBmio 4088 uenoBek wim 38,3% oT 001IETO
KOJIMYECTBA OCBUAETEILCTBOBAHHBIX MEPTBBIX TEI; B 1877
r. — 4088 uemoBexk nmu 41%; B 1878 r. — 4553 denoBeka
nin 48,1%; B 1879 1. — 4595 yenosek unun 53%; B 1881 r.
— 5117 genosex unu 60,3%; B 1882 1. — 5224 4yenopeka
min 51%; B 1883 r. — 5364 yenoseka unu 45,5%; B 1884 r.
— 4531 genoBek miu 52,2%; B 1885 1. — 4137 yenoBek win
45,5%; B 1886 1. — 4550 yenosek wim 45,5%; B 1887 1. —
6115 uenoBek mim 56,1%; B 1888 r. — 7515 yenoBex wim
54,3%; B 1891 1. — 8145 yenosex umu 55,9%; B 1892 . —
7960 uenoBek uim 55,7%. Takum oOpazom, B cpenHeM
OKOJI0O TIOJOBHHBI OT OOMIero KoimdecTBa CyAeOHO-
MEIUIIMHCKUX OCMOTPOB U BCKPBITHIA MEPTBBIX TEJ IO TO-
BOJy HACHJIBCTBEHHOW CMEPTH MOATBEPKIAAIH, YTO TPUIH-
HaMU JICTAJLHOTO MCXO0Ja SIBJISUTUCH 3J0YMBIIUICHHOE
yOHIICTBO WM CaMOYOHIICTBO.

B 001eM KOJIMYECTBE YCTAHOBJICHHBIX B PE3yJIbTaTe
CyneOHO-METUITMHCKIX BCKPHITUH HACHIILCTBEHHBIX IIPH-
YUH CMEPTH OBLIO BBIABJICHO CIICIYIOIEE PaCIpeIciCHHE.
B 1876 . u3 uncna ciay4aeB HaCHIbCTBEHHOW CMepPTH ObI-
jo camoyouiicte 1784 wmm 16,7%, yoOwmiicte 2304 wnm
21,5%. B 1877 r. — camoyOwmiicte 1688 wmu 16,9%,
yowuiicts 2400 unu 24,1%. B 1878 1. — camoyOwuiicts 1924
i 20,3%, yowiictB 2629 nmn 27,8%. B 1879 r. — camo-
youticte 1878 wmm 19,3%, yowuiicte 2717 umu 28,1%. B
1880 r. — camoyOwmiicte 1811 nmm 21,7, youtictB 2614 nmn
31,3%. B 1881 r. — camoyOwuticts 2061 wnu 24,3, youicTs
3056 nmm 36,4%. B 1882 r. — camoyOwuiicts 2024 wnu
19,7%, yowuiicte 3200 wim 31,2%. B 1883 r. — camo-
youiicts 2238 mnu 19%, youiicts 3126 nnm 26,5%. B 1884
r. — camoyoOwuiictB 1643 wunu 18,9, yOuiicte 2888 wiun
33,3%. B 1885 . camoyOwutictB 1736 wim 19,1%, yOuiicT
2401 umu 26,4%. B 1886 r. — camoy6Owuiicte 1907 wiun
19,1%, yowmiicte 2643 wm 26,4%. B 1887 1. — camo-
youiicts 2312 wumu 21,2%, youiicte 3803 wiu 34,8%. B
1888 r. — camoyOwuiictB 2215 nim 16%, youiicts 38,5%. B
1891 r. — camoyOwuiicte 2572 wunu 17,7%, yowuiictB 5573
i 38,3%. B 1892 r. — camoy6wuiicte 2391 wmm 16,7%,
youiictB 5569 nmu 38,9%.

PesynbraTsl u 00cyxaeHHE.

CorylacHO yCTaHOBJICHHOMY TMOPSIIKY, CIIy4ad HaCHJIb-
CTBEHHOH, CKOPOTIOCTMKHOM U CIIy4ailHOM CMEPTH KOHCTa-
TUPOBAJIUCH TOJIUIIEHCKO-MEIUIIMHCKUM HCCIICA0BAHUEM.
OpHako He Bceryia MoJUIleiicKas CTaTUCTHKA cpabaThiBalia
4€TKO M KOppekTHo. MHorma ciydanuch OMMOKH H3-3a
TOTO, YTO Ha CTaJIUU PETUCTpAIUH (aKTa CMEPTH, ITH JIaH-
Hbl€ BHOCWJIMCh B HEHaUIekKallylo pyOpuky. Hampumep,
CKOHYABIIHMICS OT WH(papKTa WIH WHCYJIbTa BO BPEeMs KY-
MaHusi MOT ObITh OTHECEH K YTOHYBILIKM, a HE K CKOPOIIO-
CTIDKHO yMepmuM OT Oone3Hu. OMMOKH TEeXHHUYECKOTO
XapakTepa TaKKe MOIJIM IMPOM30WTH NpPU KOHCTATAIMU
(hakTOB HACWIBCTBEHHOW CMEpPTH: CaMOYOWHIIBI MOTIIH
OBITh OTHECEHBI K MMOTHONIMM OT YOUHCTB, WJIK HA00OPOT.

PaccmatpuBas cTaTHCTUKY HACHIBCTBEHHON CMEPTHO-
cti B Poccun u aHanu3upys mpo0JieMbl HEMOJHOTHI yuéTa
3TOrO BUJAa CMEPTHOCTH Cpelu HaceleHus EBpomeiickoit

ple, or 38.3% of the total number of dead bod-
ies examined; that index was 4088 people or
41% in 1877; 4,553 people or 48.1% in 1878;
4,595 people or 53% in 1879; 5117 people or
60.3% in 1881; 5,224 people or 51% in 1882;
5364 people or 45.5% in 1883; 4,531 people
or 52.2% in 1884; 4137 people or 45.5% in
1885; 4,550 people or 45.5% in 1886; 6115
people or 56.1% in 1887; 7515 people or
54.3% in 1888; 8145 people or 55.9% in
1891; 7960 people or 55.7% in 1892. Thus, on
average, intended murder or suicide were con-
firmed as causes of deaths in about half of the
total number of forensic examinations and
autopsies.

In the total number of violent causes of
death established as a result of forensic autop-
sies, the following distribution was revealed.
In 1876, of the cases of violent death, there
were 1784 or 16.7% suicides and 2304 or
21.5% murders. There were 1688 or 16.9%
suicides and 2400 or 24.1% murders in 1877.
In 1878, there were 1924 or 20.3% suicides
and 2629 or 27.8% murders. In 1879, there
were 1878 or 19.3% suicides and 2717 or
28.1% murders. In 1880 there were 1811 or
21.7 suicides and 2614 or 31.3% murders. In
1881, there were 2061 or 24.3 suicides and
3056 or 36.4% murders. In 1882, there were
2024 or 19.7% suicides and 3200 or 31.2%
murders. In 1883, there were 2238 or 19%
suicides and 3126 or 26.5% murders. In 1884,
1there were 643 or 18.9 suicides and 2888 or
33.3% murders. In 1885, there were 1736 or
19.1% suicides and 2401 or 26.4% murders.
In 1886, there were 1907 or 19.1% suicides and
2643 or 26.4% murders. In 1887, there were
2312 or 21.2% of suicides and 3803 or 34.8%
murders. In 1888, there were 2215 or 16% sui-
cides and 38.5% murders. In 1891, there were
2572 or 17.7% of suicides and 5573 or 38.3%
murders. In 1892, there were 2391 or 16.7%
suicides and 5569 or 38.9% murders.

Results and discussion.

According to the established procedure,
cases of violent, sudden and accidental deaths
were recorded by a police medical investiga-
tion. However, police statistics was not always
recorded clearly and correctly. Sometimes
errors occurred because at the stage of regis-
tration of the fact of death, these data were
entered into an inappropriate section. For ex-
ample, a person who died from a heart attack
or stroke during bathing could be attributed to
those who drowned, and not to those who died
suddenly from the disease. Mistakes of tech-
nical nature could also occur when stating the
facts of violent death — suicides could be at-
tributed to those killed by murderers or vice
Vversa.

Considering the statistics of violent mor-
tality in Russia and analyzing the problems of
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Poccun, HEOOXOAMMO YUUTHIBATH €IIE OTHO OOCTOATEIHCT-
BO. Jleno B TOM, YTO TOHYOK cyneOHO# pedopme ObLT 1aH B
1864 ., HO €€ BOIUIOIIEHNE B KU3HBb PACTAHYJIOCH HA JIECs-
TWIETHS. DTO CaMbIM HETOCPEICTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM cKa3a-
JIOCh Ha Pa3BUTHU CyJeOHO-MEIUIIMHCKON SKCIEPTH3BI 1O
MOBOJY ONpeAEICHUSI MPUYMHBI CMEPTH YMEPIIETO Yello-
BeKa, 0OCOOCHHO B TeX CIlIy4asXx, KOJa y MOJULIENHCKUX opra-
HOB OBIJIO COMHEHHE B HAJMYUH CJIEIOB HACHUIbCTBEHHBIX
JEHCTBHM.

dopmanbHO CyneOHO-METUIIMHCKUE aKThl COCTaBIIs-
JMCh BpayaMu I10 TPeOOBaHMAM CyIEOHBIX WIH aIMHHUCT-
PaTHBHBIX BJacTell MO pa3HBIM MOBOJAM, B TOM YHUCIE IS
OIIpeIeJICHNUs] POAa ¥ MPUYHUHBI CMEPTH — HACHJILCTBEHHOU
WK OT O0JIe3HEHHBIX PUYUH, AJISl ONpEAETICHUs] CBOMCTB U
3HAYEHUS OBPEXKIACHUH, IPUBEIIINX K CMEPTH YEJIOBEKA.

Uro kacaetcst cyieOHO-MEIUIMHCKON SKCIEPTH3BI, TO
K KoHIy 1870 — Havany 1880-X IT. CIOKUIUCH ONpeneaéH-
HBIE Pa3JInuMs MEXKIy TeMHU TYOSpHUSMH, B KOTOPBIX Oblia
mpoBeZieHa CyneOHas pedopma, Tam, TIe MPOIOIKAIN
JECTBOBATh CTapble CyIbl, a TaKKe TEMH, I PSIOM C
HOBBIMHU  CyIEOHBIMH  YUPEXKACHUSIMHU COCEICTBOBAIU
NpeKHHUE.

B cBs31 ¢ TakuM MOJNOKEHUEM BEIIEH BO MHOTHX MeEC-
tax EBponeiickoit uactu Poccuu crokunack cBoeoOpasHas
JBOWCTBEHHOCTbD, CIEICTBUEM KOTOPOH SBIISUIUCH CIOXKHO-
CTH B JIEATCIBHOCTH T'YOCpHCKUX MEAUIUHCKHX YUPEKIe-
HUll. DTO 3aKII0YalOCh B TOM, YTO B TeX ye3/ax W ry0ep-
HUSIX, B KOTOPBIX YK€ (PYHKIIMOHHPOBAIN HOBbIE CyAcOHBIE
YUPEXKACHUs, KOJINYECTBO CyAeOHO-MEIUIIMHCKUX HCCIe-
JOBaHUI OKa3aJIoch Tropaszio OoJblle, YeM B TeX ye3lax U
ryOepHHAX, B KOTOPBIX HPOJI0JDKajIa COXPAHATHCS MPEXKHASA
cynebHas cuctema. [[erno B TOM, 4TO OJHON U3 0COOCHHO-
CTel HOBOT'O CYAONPOM3BOACTBA SBIISUIOCH TO, YTO KaK JIH-
na cyieOHOTO BEJOMCTBA, TaK M pasiHuHble CyJcOHBIE
YUPEXACHUs MOYIHIIM NIPaBO TPeOOBAaTh CaMOCTOSATEIEHO
W HEMOCPEJICTBEHHO OT Bpaua Te€ WIM WHBIE CyleOHO-
MEIUIUHCKHAE aKThlI.

BriBoEbI.

[IpoBen€nHbIl aHAIN3 PE3yNBTATOB CyNeOHO - MEAH-
UHCKHX OCMOTPOB M BCKPBITHH MEPTBBIX TEN, MPOBOIHMB-
muxcss Ha mporsokeHun 1876-1892 rr., mokazan, uyto B
63,3% cimyyasx ObLIM BBISBICHBI HACHJIBLCTBEHHBIE TPUUH-
HBI CMepTH. B Tex ciyyasx, korzna cyaeOHbIMH MEAUKaMU
KOHCTAaTHPOBAIaCh HACHIILCTBEHHAS CMEPTh, B CPETHEM B
19,1% ciryyasix oHa SBISUIACH CIIEICTBHEM CaMOYOMHCTBA U
B 30,9% cmyuasix — 3moHaMepeHHbIX youiicT. [lo Hamemy
MHEHUIO, MTOJYYEHHBIMU CPEIHUMH IOKA3aTEeNSIMH OOILEro
KOJINYECTBA MOTHONINX OT HACHIILCTBEHHOW CMEPTH, B TOM
YHcie OT CaMOyOMICTB WJIM YOMHCTB MOKHO BOCIIOJNB30-
BaThCA ISl KOPPEKTUPOBAHHMS YHCIIA IOTHOIINX OT JAHHBIX
NPUYMH HACHJILCTBEHHOH cMmepTH B Poccum mopedopmen-
HOTO Teproaa. CBOeoOpasHBIM «Pe3epPBYyapoOM» IS TTOITY-
YyeHus 0osiee MOJTHOM CTaTUCTUYECKON KapTHHBI MOTUOLINX
oT camoybuiictB B Poccuu B mopedopMeHHBIH neproa sB-
JSIeTCSl MPAKTUYECKH TISITasi 4acTh OT KOJMYECTBa HalaeH-
HBIX MEPTBBIX TE.

incomplete accounting of this type of mortality
among the population of European Russia, one
more circumstance must be taken into consid-
eration. The fact is that the impetus for judicial
reform was given in 1864, but its implementa-
tion was extended over the decades. This di-
rectly affected the development of the forensic
medical examination in regards of the deter-
mination of the causes of death of a deceased
person, especially in the cases where police
had doubts about the presence of traces of
violent acts.

Formally, forensic records were made by
doctors according to the requirements of the
judicial or administrative authorities for vari-
ous reasons, including determining the nature
and cause of death — due to violence or disease
— in order to determine the properties and
nature of injuries that led to human death.

As for the forensic medical examinations
performed at the end of 1870s and the begin-
ning of the 1880s, there were observed certain
differences between the provinces in which the
judicial reform was actually carried out, and
those where the old courts continued to oper-
ate, as well as those where the old judicial
institutions ran along the new ones.

As a result, in many areas in the Europe-
an part of Russia a specific duality was devel-
oped that caused difficulties in the activities of
provincial medical institutions — in the coun-
ties and provinces where new type of judicial
institutions started to function, the number of
forensic medical experts turned out to be much
larger than in those counties and provinces
where the old judicial system continued to be
maintained. One of the peculiarities of the new
legal procedure was that both the persons of
the judicial department, and various judicial
institutions now got the right to require medi-
cal reports on their discretion and directly
from the doctor.

Conclusions.

An analysis of the results of forensic ex-
aminations and autopsy of dead bodies carried
out during the years 1876-1892 showed that in
63.3% of cases, violent causes of death were
identified. In cases where forensic doctors
confirmed violent death, on average in 19.1%
of cases it was caused by suicide and in 30.9%
of cases it was caused by intended murder. In
our opinion, the obtained average indices of
the total number of deaths from violent death,
including both suicides and murders, can be
used to correct the number of deaths from
violent causes in the post-reform period in
Russia. A kind of “reservoir” for obtaining a
more complete statistical picture of those who
died from suicide in Russia in the post-reform
period is almost one fifth of the number of
dead bodies found.
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SUICIDES IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE AFTER THE ABOLITION OF THE SERFDOM: OFFICIAL
STATISTICS AND THE REAL NUMBER OF SUICIDE VICTIMS

S.V. Bogdanov, N.A. Zhukova, A.S. Mamin, V.G. Ostapyuk
Belgorod State National Research University, Russia; dr.bogdanov_sv@mail.ru

Abstract:

Aim: The article is devoted to the analysis of official statistics on mortality of 49 provinces of the European part of
the country from suicides and the reasons for its incompleteness. Materials and methods: during the chronological
period of 1876-1892 the Russian Empire started the collection and publication of information about deaths that came
as a result of violent causes, as well as discovered dead bodies that can be regarded as a kind of “reservoir” of unac-
counted violent deaths — f rom murders and suicides. To obtain a more complete picture of the mortality rate from
suicide, the information of forensic medical examinations of dead bodies is used. Results: According to the statistics,
among the total number of deaths from sudden, violent causes and accidents all around the Russian Empire, the causes
of death remained unknown in 10.9 cases. The number of deaths from unknown causes in cities, in general, exceeded
the number of similar deaths in villages — 15.4 vs. 10.3 respectively. The number of men who died of unestablished
cause of death in Russia during this period amounted to 11.2 people per 100 deaths of both sexes, while the number of
women reached 8.1 people. For 100 deceased men with unidentified causes of death, there were 29.2 women in the
cities and 20.9 women in the villages. In the Russian Empire in general, this indicator was 22.2. Thus, for 30 thousand
of the present urban population, 1.1 people died from unexplained reasons. The analysis of the results of forensic ex-
aminations and autopsies of detected dead bodies conducted during 1876-1892 revealed that violent causes of death
were detected in 63.3% cases. In cases where forensic doctors stated violent death, on average 19.1% were caused by
suicide and 30.9% were violent deaths. Conclusions: Thus, in order to obtain approximate statistics of deaths from
violent causes in Russia in the second half of the 19th century, it is necessary to add the corresponding calculated aver-
age percentage values to the official statistics of individual types of mortality.

Keywords: suicide, underestimation of suicide victims, dead bodies detected, post-reform development, forensic
statistics
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